
 
 

Rachel Carson Council Wood Pellet & Biomass Resource List 
 

Rachel Carson Council YouTube ​
Includes: 

●​ Wood Pellet Wasteland (RCC’s short documentary) 
●​ Webinars:  

o​ Mastering the Op-Ed and the Letter to the Editor  
o​ Showing Up Locally: Get Involved in Your Local Government  
o​ Become a Climate Cartoonist! 

 
LINK TO YOUTUBE   
 
Whistleblower Exposes Top Biomass Producer’s Empty Promises, A Mongabay Exclusive  
 
LINK TO VIDEO 

 
RCC Publications & Research Library 
 
Drax: The Destroyer of Forests  
Drax: The Destroyer of Forests is the fourth major report by the Rachel Carson Council on the 
perils of wood pellet production. The report finds that the industrial production of wood pellets is 
more carbon-intensive than coal, disproportionately targets overburdened communities, and 
results in the destruction of American forests. The report centers around Drax, a UK-based 
biomass energy company, that has offshored its pellet manufacturing facilities to the southern 
United States and is working to expand operations into California. It reveals how subsidies and 
policy loopholes fuel the industry’s growth, despite its devastating impacts. The report urges 
policymakers, communities, and international leaders to act now to end subsidies for industrial 
biomass, protect forests, and safeguard public health. 
 
ACCESS THE GROUNDBREAKING REPORT HERE 
 
ACCESS THE FACTSHEET HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/@RachelCarsonCouncil
https://youtu.be/uOCP59gp6cI?si=QNyZx8KnEUwMK2hF
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/DRAX-Destroyer-of-Forests-web.pdf
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Drax_Factsheet_2025R.pdf


Greenwashing: A Report on the Corporate Selling of Polluting Wood Pellet Production  
Greenwashing: A Report on the Corporate Selling of Polluting Wood Pellet Production is the 
Rachel Carson Council’s (RCC) third comprehensive report exposing the wood pellet industry, 
following Clear Cut and Bad Business which respectively explore the “forces driving the wood 
pellet industry’s hold in the United States” and the “money behind the wood pellet industry.” 
Each report in the series discusses the severe environmental and climate damage caused by wood 
pellet production in the United States (U.S.). 
 
ACCESS THE GROUNDREAKING REPORT HERE 
 
Bad Business: The Economic Case Against Woody Biomass as Renewable Energy  
 
The Rachel Carson Council’s report, Bad Business, takes a detailed look at the money behind the 
wood pellet industry that is clear-cutting America’s forests and producing pollution and climate 
change. In this powerful sequel to Clear Cut, the RCC’s widely praised exposé of the damage 
and injustices caused by wood pellet production, Bad Business shows that the growing, but little 
understood, woody biomass energy industry is propped up by mistaken counting rules and a host 
of subsidies, credits, and tax incentives. Woody biomass energy also burdens rate and taxpayers 
with additional costs through its destruction of natural forests that filter the air and water, prevent 
run-off and flooding, and absorb greenhouse gases. Bad Business decisively describes how wood 
pellet production is neither renewable, carbon neutral, nor cost competitive through a close 
comparison with truly renewable energy sources like wind and solar. 
 
ACCESS THE GROUNDBREAKING REPORT HERE 
 
Clear Cut: Wood Pellet Production, the Destruction of Forests, and the Case for 
Environmental Justice   
 
The Rachel Carson Council’s new report, Clear Cut. Industrial-scale wood pellets have been 
globally touted as a ‘green’ technology to lessen dependence on fossil fuels. However, burning 
wood pellets is worse for climate change than coal, one of the dirtiest fossil fuels, drives the 
massive clear cutting of US forests in the southeast and harms the health of surrounding 
communities. With an in-depth case study of Enviva in North Carolina, Clear Cut analyzes the 
unjust economics and politics behind why the industry has been allowed to continue and what 
the adverse effects have been. Clear Cut demonstrates that the industry is unnecessary and 
harmful, particularly to poor communities of color. The report also highlights how citizens and 
campuses can get involved to slow and stop the industry through political engagement and work 
with a host of local, regional and national organizations that protect forests, the environment and 
communities. 
ACCESS THE GROUNDBREAKING REPORT HERE 

https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/greenwashing-web-2.pdf
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bad-Business-Web.pdf
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Clear-Cut-web.pdf


 
ACCESS THE FACTSHEET HERE 
 
All RCC reports, briefs, fact sheets, and long-form publications in one place. Please access them 
HERE. 
 

 
RCC Policy Toolkit 
Please CLICK HERE for a direct link to our Policy Toolkit for learning how to get involved in 
community engagement, deciphering policy language, and becoming a leader in your 
community! 
 
Please CLICK HERE for Wood Pellet one-pagers.  

 
Join our Rachel Carson Campus Program 
The mission of the Rachel Carson Campus Network is to build and deepen critical connections 
between campuses, communities, and advocates with the goal of advancing environmental health 
and equitable policy. Since 2014, we have built strategic connections with 90 colleges and 
universities nationwide through: 

●​ Curricular development 
●​ Strategic research partnerships 
●​ Advocacy and policy trainings 
●​ Calls-to-action to protect research and advocacy for the public interest 

 
Coordinate a speaking engagement on “Rachel Carson’s Values and Modern 
Environmental Advocacy” with Dr. Robert K. Musil, President and CEO of the Rachel 
Carson Council and a leader on global sustainability, environmental health, and preparing leaders 
in higher education to effectively advocate at state and national levels. In his presentations, Dr. 
Musil introduces students to the values that drove Rachel Carson’s research, how she translated 
research into action, and how young people can drive policy change and social movements 
today. Initiate engagement with the Rachel Carson Campus through an event with Dr. 
Musil. 
 
Join our campus network by contacting Diego Tovar, Director of Campus and Civic 
Engagement. RCCN connects with campuses nationwide. These campuses maintain regular 
contact with RCC staff, and work together to identify cross-campus needs around environmental 
justice, community-based research and action, advocacy skills trainings, and voter participation. 
The RCC also routinely convenes panels and presentations at national conferences in 
Washington, DC and elsewhere, raising the profile of specific issues and bringing leaders 
together across different backgrounds. 

https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/clear_cut_fact_sheet_web.pdf
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/publications/
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/RCC.Policy-Toolkit.pdf
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/policy-resources/
https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/about/about-president-robert-k-musil/
mailto:diego@rachelcarsoncouncil.org


 
Rachel Carson Council Fellowship Program  
Get paid to organize for the environment on your campus and in your community. Get the 
experience now to get ready for the work of the future!  
 
CLICK HERE for more information on the RCC Fellowship Program. 

 
Contact for Educational Support 
For guest lectures, campus visits, customized presentations, collaboration, or further inquiries: 
 
Diego Tovar, Director of Campus & Civic Engagement, Rachel Carson Council ​
Diego@rachelcarsoncouncil.org 

https://rachelcarsoncouncil.org/campus-program/rcc-fellowship-information-2022-2023/

