
 
 

RCC Teaching Module Overview: 
The Hidden Cost of Wood Pellets: Forests, Frontline Communities, and Climate Justice 

 
Description 
This teaching module introduces students to the wood-pellet/biomass industry through a 
climate-justice lens. Using the Rachel Carson Council’s documentary and structured discussions, 
the lesson helps students critically analyze an energy sector often marketed as “green” but 
associated with significant environmental and social harms. The module is designed to be 
plug-and-play: instructors can deliver it with no prior preparation. 
 
Learning Goals 
By the end of the session, students will be able to: 

●​ Explain how the wood-pellet industry operates in the U.S. 
●​ Identify environmental justice impacts affecting frontline communities. 
●​ Analyze corporate and governmental greenwashing. 
●​ Connect climate action to community power, justice, and policy. 

 
Class Flow  
1. Introduction & Context  
Slides explain the Rachel Carson Council, the basics of wood pellets, why demand exploded, 
why the Southeast is targeted, and key EJ concerns. 
2. Documentary Screening  
Students watch Wood Pellet Wasteland with guiding questions to frame observation. 
3. Small-Group Breakout Discussion  
Students discuss documentary takeaways, contrasting industry narratives with community 
experiences. 
4. Full-Class Debrief 
Groups share insights about EJ impacts, industry transparency, and systemic patterns. 
5. Greenwashing Mini-Unit 
Slides define greenwashing, connect it to biomass, and have students analyze real industry 
websites (Drax, Enviva). Includes deeper ethical discussion questions. 
6. RCC Engagement Opportunities  
Final slide invites students to explore RCC fellowships, advocacy programs, and research 
outlets. 



Instructor Notes 
●​ No background knowledge required. The slides contain all necessary context. 
●​ Film access: Play the embedded RCC documentary during class. 
●​ Adaptability: Works for environmental studies, policy, sociology, communications, or 

general education courses. 
●​ Discussion-heavy: The module encourages open dialogue, critical thinking, and 

connection to real-world environmental justice issues. 
●​ Optional extension: Faculty can assign reflective writing, a policy memo, a 

greenwashing case study, website narrative analysis, comic cartooning, or Op-Ed & LTE 
drafting. 

o​ Please review the resource guide for additional ideas and support for options 
presented. 

 
Contact & Support 
Faculty with questions or who wish to collaborate with the Rachel Carson Council can reach: 
Diego Tovar, Director of Campus & Civic Engagement, Rachel Carson Council 
Diego@rachelcarsoncouncil.org 
 


