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RCC Teaching Module Overview:
The Rachel Carson Storytelling Lab: Mastering the Op-Ed and Letter to the Editor

Description

This teaching module introduces students to public-facing climate storytelling through Op-Eds
and Letters to the Editor (LTEs). Using real-world media examples, structured slide instruction,
and guided discussion, students learn how persuasive writing shapes public discourse, policy
debates, and environmental narratives. The module emphasizes clarity, audience awareness, and
actionable communication rather than academic writing. Designed to be fully plug-and-play,
instructors can teach directly from the slides with no prior experience in journalism or media
writing.

Learning Goals
By the end of the session, students will be able to:
e Distinguish between Op-Eds and Letters to the Editor and identify when each is most
effective
e Analyze the core components of a successful Op-Ed and LTE
e Frame climate and environmental justice issues for public audiences
e Craft a clear argument with a defined audience and purpose
e Identify appropriate media outlets and submission strategies

Class Flow

1. Introduction & Context

Slides introduce public storytelling as a tool for climate action, outline why Op-Eds and LTEs
matter, and explain how media narratives influence policy, public opinion, and accountability.
2. Op-Ed Deep Dive

Slides walk through the structure of an Op-Ed (hook, stakes, argument, ask, and ending),
emphasizing clarity, credibility, and persuasion. Faculty can pause at each section for discussion
or short writing exercises.

3. Letter to the Editor Deep Dive

Slides explain how LTEs differ from Op-Eds in length, purpose, and speed. Students learn how
to respond to a specific article, make one clear point, and meet publication requirements.



4. Audience & Outlet Strategy

Slides prompt students to think critically about who they are writing for, what publications
prioritize, and how tone, framing, and length shift depending on the outlet.

5. Application & Reflection

Students brainstorm Op-Ed or LTE ideas, identify a target outlet, and outline a central argument.
This can be done individually, in pairs, or as a full-class discussion.

Instructor Notes

e No background knowledge required: All concepts and examples are explained directly
in the slides.

e Adaptable format: Works well for 30—75 minute class sessions, workshops, or guest
lectures.

e Cross-disciplinary: Suitable for environmental studies, policy, communications,
journalism, political science, sociology, or general education courses.

e Skills-focused: Emphasizes real-world writing skills over academic conventions.

e Discussion-friendly: Slides are designed to prompt conversation, peer feedback, and
reflection.

Contact & Support

Faculty with questions or who wish to collaborate with the Rachel Carson Council can reach:
Diego Tovar, Director of Campus & Civic Engagement, Rachel Carson Council
Diego@rachelcarsoncouncil.org



