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The Rachel Carson Council (RCC), a national environmental organization dedicated to 
protecting human health and the natural world, submits this comment in strong opposition to the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) reconsideration of the 2009 Endangerment Finding 
under §202(a) of the Clean Air Act and its efforts to weaken greenhouse gas (GHG) vehicle 
standards. Rescinding or weakening these determinations would defy the scientific consensus on 
climate change, endanger the American public, and contradict EPA’s statutory duty.  
 
The 2009 Endangerment Finding correctly concluded that greenhouse gases, including carbon 
dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and others, pose a danger to public health and welfare.i This 
conclusion was supported by decades of peer-reviewed scientific research and the overwhelming 
consensus of the global scientific community.ii  
 
In the years since then, the evidence supporting the Endangerment Finding has only grown 
stronger and more dire. Major scientific bodies including Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, and the U.S. Global 
Change Research Program have all affirmed the central role of human-caused greenhouse gas 
emissions in driving climate change.iii  
 
To rescind the Endangerment Finding would threaten the lives of millions of Americans already 
suffering the consequences of climate change. Since 2009, Americans have lived through record-
breaking wildfires, intensifying hurricanes, deadly heat waves, and catastrophic flooding. iv 
Greenhouse gas emissions, vehicle pollution, and climate disruptions are not abstract problems. 
They are destroying lives, homes, communities, and ecosystems now.v  
 
At the same time, they are having long-term serious impacts on our health and welfare.vi These 
impacts fall hardest on children, the elderly, people with preexisting health conditions, and those 
from low-income neighborhoods, who already face disproportionate burdens of asthma, heat 
stress, and toxic exposures.vii Rolling back protections will further entrench these disparities and 
contradict EPA’s statutory duty.  
 
The EPA’s mission is to protect human health and the environment. To rescind the 
Endangerment Finding would betray that mission. It would also ignore the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Massachusetts v. EPA, which requires the EPA to take action under the Clean Air Act 
to curb emissions of carbon dioxide (CO₂), methane, and four other heat-trapping air pollutants. 
viii These pollutants, collectively recognized as greenhouse gases, contribute to climate change 
and thereby “endanger public health and welfare.”ix Accordingly, Courts have consistently held 
that the EPA has both the statutory obligationx and the legal authority to regulate greenhouse gas 
emissions from major sources. xi 
 



 
 
Rachel Carson warned that “The ‘control of nature’ is a phrase conceived in arrogance.”xii Her 
words are prescient. EPA’s reconsideration of the Endangerment Finding and weakening of 
vehicle GHG standards reflects precisely this arrogance by denying science and ignoring the 
human toll of climate change.  
 
The RCC urges the EPA to reaffirm the 2009 Endangerment Finding and to strengthen, not 
weaken, vehicle greenhouse gas standards. Protecting public health, upholding climate science, 
and safeguarding the natural world are not optional, they are the EPA’s legal and moral 
responsibilities. 
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